The Family in England

The Doddridge Family: In The Beginning

In the southwest corner of England, near the ancient city of Crediton, County Devon, is a little Church and Manor called Oldridge.  The estate is listed in the Doomsday Survey of 1086AD as Walderege or Wollerugge and was the possession of a Saxon Presbyter named Doda (Dode or Dodo).  Although Doda owned about a dozen other estates in Devonshire, consisting of some 3,000 acres, it was at Walderege (Oldridge) that he allegedly made his home.  After the Norman Conquest of 1066, Oldridge, along with the other estates, was taken from Doda and given to the Norman Conquerors.  Baldwin (de Brioniis) whom William The Conqueror made first Sheriff of Devon, fell heir to Oldridge (646 acres) along with an adjoining estate; Tedburn St. Mary (413 acres).  Goscelem Bervin held Oldridge of Baldwin when the Survey was conducted in 1085/6.  (Note 1)

Oldridge had a number of owners during the ensuing years and by the 16th century the Chapel had come under the jurisdiction of St. Thomas, Exeter, 6 miles distant.  What happened to the family of Doda subsequent to The Conquest has not yet been determined from existing records.  Evidence however, indicates that they were permitted to maintain some holdings at Oldridge and resided there; following the religious path so heavily traveled by their earlier ancestors.  Nevertheless, during the years following The Conquest the long, high ridge upon which the estate of Oldridge is located became referred to as “Doda’s Ridge”.  As surnames spread from the Continent across Briton during the latter part of the 11th and in the 12th centuries, and encumbent family at Oldridge estate became known as the Dodarig or Doderidge Family.  (Note 2)

It was in the twilight of the 12th century that the surname evolved, and at the dawning of the 13th century we find the family of Gilbert de Dodarig settled on a large estate in Sandford Parish about 3 miles from the village of Sandford; which is 2 miles from Crediton.  This estate which, during the 13th century became known as ‘Dather’ or ‘Datheridge’ (now ‘Doddridge’) is approximately 8 miles from Oldridge.  At precisely what date the family was relocated from Oldridge to Dather or Doddridge, and for what reason, is the subject of intensive research at the present time.  (Note 3)

About the year 1250AD, in Alwington Parish, some 18 or 20 miles from Crediton, another branch of the family, that of Thomas de Dudderugge, held the estate of ‘Dudderigge’ (now ‘Dotheridge’), from Sir Richard Coffin, Lord of Alwington.  It is further interesting to note that the family “Coat of Arms” came down from the Coffin Family, a Norman House.  (Note 4)

The estate of Doddridge, in Sandford Parish, went through stormy sessions of suits, counter suits and evictions over the next several hundred years.  As the family multiplied the estate became divided to make room for co-heirs.  In later medieval times 3 separate estates emerged.  These were known as ‘Higher Doddridge’ (now ‘Prowse’); ‘Lower or Middle Doddridge’ (now ‘Dira’) and ‘Doddridge Village’ or ‘The Villa’ (now ‘Doddridge’).  ‘Doddridge’ remained in family hands until about 1749; the branches therefrom adopting the general surname spelling of Doderidge, Dodderidge, Doddridge and occasionally Dodridge and Dottridge.  (Note 5)

The estate of Dotheridge, in Alwington Parish, passed out of family hands by 1360; most of that branch emigrating to the adjoining Shire of Somerset.  No doubt the “Black Death” which struck Devonshire in 1349 was a great influence in the migrations.  This branch of the family adopted the general surname spelling of Dodderidge and Duddridge.  (Note 6)

During the latter half of the 15th century, John Doderidge, of ‘Doddridge in Sanford’, moved to South Molton, a small town near the city of Barnstaple, in the north of Devon.  Here he became a prosperous woolen merchant; the woolen industry being synonymous with South Molton.  John Doderidge was the progenitor of a distinguished line of the family that included:

Richard Doddridge (c.1528-1618).  Merchant, Alderman of Barnstaple, Mayor of Barnstaple.

John Doddridge, Sir (1555-1628).  Knight, Member of Parliament, Solicitor General to King James, 2nd Justice to King’s Bench.

Pentacost Doddridge (1564-1643).  Thrice Mayor of Barnstaple, thrice Member of Parliament.

John Doddridge (1610-1658).  Justice of Peace for Devon, Member of Parliament and Benefactor to the Public Library in Barnstaple and to Harvard Univ.

John Doddridge, Rev. (1620-1689).  Noted Rector of Church of Shepperton, Middlesex, from 1643 to 1662, when his ‘dissenting practices’ caused his dismissal by the King.

Philip Doddridge, Rev. (1702-1751).  Author, Hymnist and famous ‘Dissenting Divine’.

And – The principal American branch of the Doddridge Family.  (Note 7)

Notes

Note 1 – The late Rev. O.J. Reichel, in his ‘Index of Personal And Place Names’ (Hundreds of Devon), list Doda, Dode and Dodo as variants of the same name or family; and indicates the proper spelling to be “Dodo”.  The Exon Doomsday in Exeter Cathedral (Exeter) indicates Doda was the owner of Oldridge (Walderege); while the Exchequer Doomsday in the Public Records Office (London), gives the spelling Dode.

Note 2 – The Rev. Sidney E. Dodderidge, in his “Dodderidges of Devon”, explains the surname origin thusly:  “In the Parish of Sandford, near Crediton, County Devon, is an ancient manor called Dodderidge, or Doddridge, which at The Conquest was given to a Norman who took his name from the estate.”  Although the Rev. Dodderidge conducted an extensive research and compiled an amazing amount of genealogical data on our English Family, this account of the surname origin is in error.  Neither the Exon Doomsday nor the Exchequer Doomsday lists the Manor of Doddridge as in being when the survey was completed in 1086.  Indeed, there is no evidence to indicate that any of the buildings on the estate were constructed before about 1200.

Note 3 – “The Manor and Hundred of Crediton”.  In the Return of the Hundred Jury in 1275, Richard de Doderidge, of “Dather” in Sandford, is listed as a member of the jury.  From the “Tithing Returns of Crediton Hundred” in 1340, “Datheridge” in Sandford paid £.0, S.13, D.4; or 3rd among the 18 tithings listed.

Note 4 – In his eagerness to claim descent from Sir John Doddridge, Rev. Sidney E. Dodderidge stipulated that Sir John descended from the Alwington Branch of the family.  Such is not the case.  Rev. Sidney traces his own ancestry to Alwington, but the Judge descended from the Sandford Branch.  This writer has considerable proof of that fact.  As late as this year, 1967, added proof was received from Rev. W.T.Venn, himself a Devon historian and descendent of an ancient Devonshire Family.  In his revision of “Crediton” Rev. Venn states: Richard de Doderidge was a juretor in Crediton in the 13th century, from whom the famous judge will be descended, though he himself was born at Barnstaple when his ancestral home was already alienated and divided into ‘Higher and Lower (also Middle) Doderidge’, now on the map as ‘Prowse’ and ‘Dira’.  (Note: Judge Doddridge was born at South Molton).

Note 5 – No record has been revealed to indicate the exact size of the original Doddridge estate of the early 1200s.  Assuming that all lands between Prowse, Dira and Doddridge was in family hands, it would be safe to speculate that Gilbert de Dodarig was Lord over at least 1,000 acres.  The Tithing Returns of 1340 lists 81 persons at Doddridge over the age of 14.  No doubt many of these were boarders and serfs.  Realizing that Devonshire at the beginning of the 1200s was sparsely settled, we can further speculate that land grants from the King were easily obtainable for the Burgess class.

Note 6 – The principal seat of the Duddridge Family was removed from Alwington Parish, Devonshire, to Tauton, in Somersetshire, where many of them reside to this day.  Records indicate that in 1481 William Dudderidge was enrolled for the Burland Estate in the Episcopal Manor of Tauton Deane.  A visit to William’s descendents by this writer in 1967, showed an amazing facial resemblance between myself and some male members of this branch.

Note 7 – Although several different branches of the family emigrated to the New World between 1630 and 1700, the most prolific group of Doddridges in the United States descend from Rev. John Doddridge (1620-1689), of Middlesex County, just west of London.  This Family Branch, having removed from Devon about 1600.

