Introduction

Fiction, legend and tradition have become so intermingled with fact that a true, concise, historical account of the evolvement of the Doddridge Family is difficult to determine.  In an effort to establish the geographic and national origin and the period of evolvement of our ancient and honorable family, this writer has spent years of research and made several exploratory journeys to England to gather data and photographs.  These investigations involved research of historical, public and church records, interviews with public and religious officials, discussions with relatives, and above all, visits to the estates which once belonged to our ancient ancestors.  Valuable research already accomplished by myself and other family historians, is still inconclusive in many respects.  We are constantly forced to retreat to “logic” and “theory” to obtain some idea of our earliest family background.

It should be noted at this time that a long tradition has the Doddridge Family descending from Saxon ancestors.  This is probably due in part to the writings of Standford in his “Heroes of Christian History” (An Autobiography of Rev. Philip Doddridge, DD), in which he (Standford), indicates the family is of Saxon descent.  The prominence of the early family, and of the Estate of ‘Doddridge’, in Devonshire History is indicated by the writings of Risdon, who, before 1630 says: “Doddridge was anciently owned by that name, which divided amongst co-heirs came to divers”; while Prince, writing in 1697, enlarges this statement thus: “The name, I find, is of ancient standing in the province, for Doddridge, in the Parish of Crediton, had long since Lords so called, which divided at length amongst co-heirs came to divers hands”.

In spite of the early beginning, and the numerous offspring of some family members, The Doddridge Family cannot be considered prolific in terms of descendents.  Large cities such as London, New York, Los Angeles, Toronto or Melbourne will list few, if any, Doddridges.  Devon County, scene of the family beginning, has only a few families bearing the surname.  Migrations of the family from the county began when the Black Death struck Devonshire in 1349; and from the English Isles during the latter period of the Voyages of Discovery, in the early 16th century.

Although we have not definitely established the link between the first Doddridge Family and our earlier Saxon or Norman ancestor, we are extremely fortunate in that we can trace the family to the surname origin; or the twilight of the 12th century.  Research is continuing as new records come to light; and the results of my past visits to Devon have revealed considerable evidence to link us to both the Saxon and the Norman; the union probably occurring during the latter period of the 12th century.

Presented here are just a few short facts, with a bit of speculation, from which the reader may draw his own conclusion.
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