Forward

Forwarded herewith is a brief history, including ‘Arms’ and ‘Ancestral Chart’ of some members of the Doddridge Family.  Actually the history of our old and honorable family would fill Volumes – and indeed considerable data has been published about the family, and some of the more noted members thereof.  I realize this brief outline will only serve to whey the inquisitive appetite of some descendents; so I have planned revisions and supplements to the historical aspect of these data.  This information will be forwarded as it is compiled and written.

Genealogy is a fascinating adventure.  However there is no finish to it.  Like life, it goes on and on…  The Rev. Dr. Joseph Doddridge once said: “History, like wine, grows better with age.”  I consider family genealogy-history, with a personal touch.  However, genealogy is seldom 100% correct; so revisions, as new data is discovered, are necessary.  Some of the most thrilling and interesting periods of my long research into our family background, was during my trips to England; visiting our ancestral homes, and gazing over the beautiful green Devonshire landscape from atop “Doda’s Ridge”.  Sometimes one wonders why our ancestors chose to leave this beautiful island – until one samples the English weather.

Most people today cannot trace their lineage beyond their great, grandparents.  The Ancestral Chart included herewith will enable most family members to trace their Doddridge Ancestry back about 15 generations.  Although we do not yet have all the links in the chain, there is little doubt that we all descend from Gilbert de Dodarig, who is mentioned in Devonshire Notes as early as the year 1218.  My research has indicated – as the expression goes – that Gilbert may be ‘The Granddaddy of all Doddridges’.

This data is submitted for your information, comments or queries.  Please retain it and share it with other Doddridge Descendents so that all family members are aware of their long and illustrious background.

Happy reading!

Dykes C. Doddridge    1978

Edited by Fred Doddridge, January 12, 2004

